
 

 

 

 

Rhinelander   

Environmental  

Stewardship  

Academy  

  

 
RESA 

511 South Pelham Street  

Rhinelander, WI  54501  

Terri Phalin , Principal  

  
 

http://www.rhinelander.k12.wi.us/resa/ 

 
 



What is RESA?  

ÅA charter school for 6th  ɐ  8th  grade students 
focused on studying the cultural and natural 
resources of Northern Wisconsin. 
ÅCharter schools are public schools, but they have 

greater curriculum and administrative flexibility than a 
άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊέ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

ÅLike other public 
schools, they are  
tuition-free 

ÅFor all types of  
students 

  
 

 

 



Structure  
ÅRESA is separate school located within a single 

classroom, originally founded by a teacher with a 
passion for the environment and getting 
students outdoors 

 

Å Funded by grant so all specialized 
equipment is included for free 

Å Like other public schools, students can 
take advantage of bus transportation, 
school lunch and co-curricular 
activities 

Å As a NCSS partner, students can take 
certain classes at JWMS, such as art 
and band.  

 



RESA strengths  

ÅEnvironmental studies,  

ÅScientific research,  

ÅPersonalized learning, 

ÅLeadership Development 

ÅFlexibility to actually  
experience the world  
outside of the classroom, 

ÅWell suited for the  
hands-on learner and 
those seeking a challenge 

 



ȬNo student should be left inside ȭ 

ÅChildren in Wisconsin spend  
more time indoors each year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅRESA gets students out of the 
chair & away from a screen 



ȬNo child should be left inside ȭ 

ÅRESA students do most of their research outdoors,  
and have fun doing it. 

ÅOutdoor time acts as a reward and a motivator 

ÅGood both  
for the  
outdoor 
enthusiast 
and the 
newbie 



RESA Model 

ÅTeacher-driven,  

ÅProject-based,  

ÅPlace-based,  

ÅEnvironmental 
education 

 



 

Teacher -driven  
 ÅLike a traditional school, most of the content and the 

schedule is determined by the teacher 
 

ÅTeacher knows each  
student well, which  
helps prevent problems 

ÅLess time/continuity  
lost shuffling between 
classes in the hallway 

ÅAs a NCSS partner,  
students  have the  
opportunity  to pursue  
other interests  

ÅPart-time options  
available  

 



Project -based  

ÅEach month has a unifying conservation theme 
ÅShared research, outings, newsletter and quarterly 

presentations. 

ÅAllows students to work to their strengths  

ÅMinimizes 
differences 
in ages and 
abilities 

ÅBuilds  
cooperation 
and team- 
work 

 



Place-based  

ÅPlace-based : students learn about where they live in depth 

ÅEnvironmental education:  ¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿƻƻŘǎΩ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ 
quality of life is built on its natural resources 



Schedule  
Flexibility  

 

ÅStudents spend   
most of the day  
with RESA, so they 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ by  
the typical school  
schedule 

 

ÅStudents spend 1-4 days a month in the field  
ÅOngoing field research at Treehaven 

ÅSpecial outings to meet with experts  

ÅMountain bikes, snowshoes, skies, canoes, etc.. provided 

 


